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l66 AMERICAN ANTHROPOLOGIST [n. s., 2, 1900 

a complete account of the structure and spread of musical bows. 
Meanwhile, we commend to all who read this brief notice to take this 
monograph as an example of how to study and write. 

O. T. Mason. 

The Bird-Stone Ceremonial. By Warren King Moorehead. Being 
an Account of some Singular Prehistoric Artifacts Found in the 
United States and Canada. Saranac Lake, N. Y. : 1899. 4°, iv, 
31 pp., 53 figs. 

This brief paper is devoted almost entirely to the description and 
illustration of those singular artifacts known generally as " bird-stones " 
from their more or less avian form. From it we learn, first, that speci- 
mens of this type are very rarely found in mounds, only two cases being 
recorded ; second, that they are of rare occurrence south of the Ohio 
river. If these statements are fully borne out by a more complete in- 
vestigation, they become important in the study of the age, origin, and 
use of these singular articles. We say " more complete " because the 
paper bears evidence of haste, as it acknowledges that the distribution 
has not been carefully determined, and indicates that the data at hand 
have not been entirely worked up, suggesting that a second edition of 
the paper might become necessary in order to include this undigested 
material. It may be questioned whether it would not have been better 
had the publication been delayed until the work could have been more 
thoroughly done. However, there doubtless were reasons justifying the 
course taken, and works of this kind, devoted to the assembling of data 
relating to a particular class or type of articles, are always welcome to 
students since they save labor and research. It is therefore to be hoped 
that Mr Moorehead will complete to his own satisfaction the work so 
well begun, devoting, we would suggest, a little more space to the work- 
manship and finish exhibited by these objects, and to a presentation of 
the material which appears to bear on the question of their probable 
age. That they are comparatively modern seems to be the tendency of 
the evidence thus far obtained. As to the use of these articles the 
author confines himself chiefly to a statement of the opinions which 
have hitherto been advanced, offering no new solution of the problem. 

Cyrus Thomas. 

L'Historien Sahagun ei les Migrations Mexicaines. (Par le) Comte 
DE Charencey. Alengon : 1898. 4°, 82 pp., tables. 

Of the Spanish writers whose accounts of the customs, manners, 
myths, and history of the natives of southern Mexico have been handed 
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down from the sixteenth century, none can be more highly regarded 
than Fray Bernardino de Sahagun, not only on account of the full, 
graphic, and interesting descriptions of what he saw and heard, but by 
reason of his presence among the natives of the section named at a 
period when they had not been materially influenced by the Spanish 
colonists. 

Sahagun arrived in Mexico in 1529, remaining two years at Tepeo- 
pulco, thence proceeded to a suburb of the capital, where he spent a 
year in gathering information from the wise old men of the Nahuas. 
His Relacion de las Cosas de Nueva Espana, however, was not published 
until 1829, — three hundred years after his labors were begun, — its 
publication, even at this late day, being due to the historian Mufloz, 
who found a copy of Sahagun's manuscript in a convent at Tolosa. 
The friar expresses the belief that the first tribal immigration into 
Mexico was from the direction of Florida, or the northeast. From 
these tribes, he believes, were descended the Toltecs, celebrated for 
their artistic and professional abilities. Through their talent in these 
directions they acquired the designations Oxomoco, Cipactonal, Tlate- 
tecuin, and Xochicauaca, all of which tends to the further belief that 
these people were the originators of the Mexican calendar. Sahagun 
also regarded the Tolteca as a part of or identical with the Chichimeca. 

The deity Quetzalcoatl is said to have ruled the Toltecs peaceably ; 
for them his reign formed the golden age. Teotihuacan, with its 
temples of the sun and moon, especially clings to his name. The 
name of Quetzalcoatl means, simply, " beautiful twin " according to 
Charencey, who also regards Chicomoztoc as a station of passage, not 
of origin, of the migrating Nahuas. 

The innumerable city legends and Mexican tribal origins make of 
Sahagun's work a treasure of information which will require a long 
period for modern scientists to exhaust or even to compare with the 
results of historical research reached through other channels. 

A. S. Gatschet. 

Codex Teller iano-Remensis. Manuscrit Mexicain du Cabinet de Ch.-M. 
le Tellier, Archevique de Reims, h, la Bibliothlque Naiionale {MS. 
Mexicain, No. jSj). Reproduit en photochromographie aux frais 
du Due de Loubat et precddd d 'une Introduction contenant la Tran- 
scription compute des Anciens Commentaires Hispano-Mexicains par 
le Dr. E. T. Hamy. Paris : 1899. 4°, 47 pp., 50 pi. 

In the year 1700 Charles Maurice le Tellier, archbishop of the 
diocese of Reims, donated fourteen ancient manuscripts to the Royal 



